Lately dead: Angelina Pallottolo,
Lawrence Teuma, Jean Dakin.

May they rest in peace.

Anniversaries: 4th -17th January

Teresa Brownlow, Mary Dooley, Patrick
(Parks) Duggan, Austin  Kinsella,
Giuseppe Pallottolo, Domenico Villacci,
Julia Zykun, Bridget Craven, Gabrielle
Daye, Maureen Dodsley, Cynthia
Haskins, Mary Hendry, Sr. Paul
McDonald, Elsie Albrecht, Alexander
Borg, Margaret Durcan, Joan Kenny,
Eufemia Mastroddi, Daniel O'Halloran,
Martha Spencer, Ermelinda Trotta,
Ernest Turpin, Beatrice Balmer, Mary
Black, Theo Carver, Elizabeth Voisey,
Sister Michael Cleary, Kelly Hugh,
Phyllis Kinsella, Jordan Farrell, Mary
Flynn, Nora Gallagher, Edward
Haliburn,Minnie Nash,Sean Connolly,
HARRY Donovan, Ersilia Fazzani,Frank

O'Shea, Patricia Tish, Jacqueline
Da'Prato, James Hopkins, Kathleen
Johnson,  Ann Maher, Kathleen

Naismith, Mary Spillane, Vera Barr,
Muriel Cooper, Majorie Cummings, lvan
Du Casse, Mary Ferrett, Patrick Graves,
Nello Pieroni, WIlodzimierz Zykon,
Edward Foley, Gertrude McCarthy,
Keith Newman, Betty Norton, Frank
Saville, Joan Steadman, Nigel Dawson,
Adela Musson, Gerard Seeberan, Mary

Cunningham, John Cleere, Thomas
Feeney, Barbara Gois, Henricus
Hustun, Thomas Mathews, Syrus

Morley, Margaret Russ, Anka Stuttard,

Eileen Bell, Jacob Black, Margaret Clarke,
Susan Faulkner, Robert Heath, Conrad
Roudette, Jacob  Sullivan, Charles
Vychodil.

SUNDAY MASSES
1st Mass: 6pm Saturday;
8.30am; 10am & 11.30am Sunday
(The 11.30am Mass is recorded)

Join us for tea/coffee after Sunday Mass in
the Becket Centre

&) 10am Chigwell Convent
WEEKDAY MASSES
10am St Thomas’
9.30am Chigwell Convent except on
Saturday’s when mass takes place at
10am

CONFESSIONS
Saturdays 10.30 to 11am
and
5.1510 5.45 pm

BAPTISMS
1st and 3rd Sundays
of the month

Mother & Toddler Group (Tuesday &
Wednesday at 9.30am—11am)

The group will remain CLOSED during the
month of January. An update will follow in
due course.

Second collection
There is a second collection this week for
PAX Christi.

St Vincent De Paul Society

Are you in urgent need — financial
or other? Call us on 07547 491067 and
leave a message. We will call you back.

+i+

Served by the Franciscans
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Please note the nearest Fire Exit to you whilst you are in the Church

Introduction

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks the end of the Christmas
season and tells us how Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God

and begins his public ministry

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7

The prophet announces the servant of the Lord — chosen, gentle and
faithful — who brings justice to the nations and healing to the oppressed.

Responsorial Psalm

The Lord will bless his people with peace

Second Reading Acts 10:34-38

Peter proclaims that God'’s love includes all peoples and that Jesus,
anointed with the Holy Spirit, brought healing and goodness to the world.




AND THE LIGHT WAS THE LIGHT
OF MEN

The beginning of the Gospel of St John
has been read a number of times this
Christmastide. Jesus is the light come
into the world and Pope Leo wants not to
forget that light so that we can face the
New Year with lively hope. Recent events
have made the state of the world very
dangerous and we need the light that
Christ brings to reassure us. This is an
extract from the Pope’'s New Year's
message.

Sadly, it is also possible to forget the light.
When this happens, we lose our sense of
realism and surrender to a partial and
distorted view of the world, disfigured by
darkness and fear. Many today call
“realistic” those narratives devoid of hope,
blind to the beauty of others and forgetful
of God’s grace, which is always at work in
human hearts, even though wounded by
sin. Saint Augustine urged Christians to
forge an unbreakable bond with peace, so
that by cherishing it deeply in their hearts,
they would be able to radiate its luminous
warmth around them. Addressing his
community, he wrote: “If you wish to
draw others to peace, first have it
yourselves; be steadfast in peace
yourselves. To inflame others, you must
have the flame burning within.” [2]

Dear brothers and sisters, whether we
have the gift of faith or feel we lack it, let
us open ourselves to peace! Let us
welcome it and recognize it, rather than
believing it to be impossible and beyond
our reach.

Peace is more than just a goal; it is a
presence and a journey. Even when it is
endangered within us and around us, like
a small flame threatened by a storm, we
must protect it, never forgetting the
names and stories of those who have
borne witness to it.

Peace is a principle that guides and
defines our choices. Even in places
where only rubble remains, and despair
seems inevitable, we still find people
who have not forgotten peace. Just as
on the evening of Easter Jesus entered
the place where his disciples were
gathered in fear and discouragement,
so too the peace of the risen Christ
continues to pass through doors and
barriers in the voices and faces of his
witnesses. This gift enables us to
remember goodness, to recognize it as
victorious, to choose it again, and to do
so together.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
January 18th - 25th.

The service for Christian Unity will be
held at St. Mary's, South Woodford, on
Sunday, January 18th at 5.30pm.
Refreshments will be available after the
service. Everyone is welcome at this
gathering in which the Christians of
Woodford pray together for the needs
of our world.

Gift Aid

We are preparing the Gift Aid claim for
this year. Please let us know if you are
no longer the tax payer, so we can
amend our application if needed.

We thank you for the financial support
of St Thomas of Canterbury church.
For any queries, contact the parish
office.

Mass Intentions

Sunday 11th January

8.30am Amanda Owusu-Sem

10am Kathleen Johnson anniversary
11.30am Ron Handford RIP

Monday 12th January
Jacobs family

Paddy Gallagher RIP
Ciaran Mullin RIP

Tuesday 13th January
Paddy, Margaret and Pat Ward RIP
Mary Hind RIP

Wednesday 14th January
Mr Rebello RIP

Pauline McKeon anniversary
Mary Cunningham & family

Thursday 15th January
Maureen Chubb birthday
Connie Teresa & Alan Curley

Friday 16th January
Eunice Lynch
Mary Griffin

Saturday 17th January

10am Thanks to the people of the parish
6pm  Susan Faulkner anniversary
Gloria Padredii

Sunday 18th January

8.30am Jean Dakin RIP

10am Angelina Pallotolo RIP

11.30am StoC friends of Karen Koenen

Church Cleaning
17th January at 10.30am

Kathleen Mahoney, Bernie Siggins,
Riannon Blackwell.

Companions of the Sacred Hearts of
Jesus and Mary
Next meeting will be on 12th January at
2.00pm at Chigwell Convent. All
welcome

Baptism Congratulations
To the following children who were
baptised at St Thomas’ in December:
Olive Foster, George McNamara,
Nathan McNamara, liaria Smith, Edward
McCann & Otis Brown.

CAFOD
Many thanks for your support of CAFOD
in your parish this year. | am pleased to
tell you that the total donations to date
from St Thomas in 2025 to 16 December
are £4,693. Please pass our grateful
thanks on to the parish community.

Mary’s meals
Mary’s Meals the global school feeding
charity informed us that you have
generously supported, raising well over
£4k since 2020, enough to feed 254
children for an entire year.

Holy Communion program
The group sessions will still take place in
St Antony’s school for the time being.
We shall contact the parents when the
Becket Centre is open.

Confirmation Program
Just a reminder the Confirmation
program starts on Thursday, 15th of
January at 7.30pm in the church. This is
information session for parents/carers
and sponsors.


https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/peace/documents/20251208-messaggio-pace.html#_ftn2

