

 
ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CHURCH
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes 
Monday 11th May 2026

Attendees :  Bernard Hunter, Fr Michael Copps, Lorna Spears, Damian Atkinson, Matthew Ives, Martin Sharkey, Cynthia Oji, Robin Shearmur.
Also present: Bernadette Harris (for H&S discussion), Suzie Wright.

Apologies for Absence: Donna Patros, Peter Robson.

Fr Michael started the meeting with a reading of next weekend’s Gospel passage.
Introductions were made for Bernadette, chair of our parish H&S committee.

Minutes 
The minutes of the April meeting were approved.

Matters arising
Replacement gable crosses and signage items carried forward.

There was a short discussion of the Ushers’ Guide, which is being distributed to all ushers. It is a developing document . Cynthia to contribute thoughts for the next version. 


ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
Health and Safety committee
Bernadette explained her committee’s role in the Parish and with the Friary, in particular its review of safety issues around the refurbished Henrietta Suite. 
Out of that work has come a proposed revision of the user terms and conditions and guidelines, which had been circulated. Subject to minor changes, including users’ acknowledging acceptance of all relevant documents, the PPC approved the document and asked Bernard to sign it once edited. This document will develop with experience of using it. 

UPDATES
Regular meetings for young people
No update; initial meeting still planned after confirmations
Lift
Very little use would be expected of a lift according to the user survey responses, so the PPC agreed not to proceed now, but to review again in 2-3 years.
Screens in church
For our trial, we hope to borrow equipment from Trinity when it is free.
Lorna suggested a QR code enabling those attending mass to readily see prayers, readings and maybe hymns on their phones. It was agreed this is worth exploring.
Support for St Antony’s and Trinity
Damian has very recently met the Head of Trinity, who is very keen to foster closer ties between school and parish. Damian/Bernard to develop.
Attracting volunteers
Approach being finalised by Bernard, Damian, Suzie; we hope to liaise with Nicky, our safeguarding rep, on lists of volunteers. 

REVIEW OF RECENT EVENTS
Polling station: went very smoothly; fuller review at our next meeting

Future events
- outdoor mass Sunday 14June; Bernard to confirm responsibilities with Rob, Mike, music group to ensure it runs smoothly
- The parish celebration of Fr Brian’s birthday is planned to start with mass at 2pm on Saturday 25July, followed by afternoon tea and cakes and wine.
 - AGM revised date is Wednesday 1st July at 7:30pm.
Later note: it will be in the Clare room (which can seat 40 people)

AoB
Alpha: Alpha participants continue to meet fortnightly, focussed on the Belong & Believe programme. Their strong feeling after 1st session is that we should do more to welcome people, a feeling echoed in the PPC. They will be encouraged to identify what that means in practice and how they can help achieve it (Damian).

Martin closed the meeting with a prayer.

Next Meeting
This will be held on Monday 8th June 2026 at 7.30pm 
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