
PPC Annual Report: July2024 – July2025 

The Parish Council met 10 times through the year. We coopted Cynthia and Damian onto the committee, 

but lost Andrew and Sarah who resigned. Thank you to all four, and to all the other council members for 

your continuing service. 
Minutes of our meetings and other documents are posted on the website, and we also held a surgery 
after all masses one weekend to solicit ideas and input from the parish. 

The PPC tried to focus on liturgy and prayer this year, with mixed results. 

With Damian, we are in the midst of restarting the Liturgy Committee, hopefully in time for Advent.  As it 
is sometime since we had such a committee this will be done on the basis of what the clergy and the 
parish need at this stage rather than what they want.  We can then build from there. 

In the last 12 months several key people have stepped down after many years of service and with help of 
others we have successfully delivered the services for Palm Sunday, the Easter Triduum and the outdoor 
mass.  We have learnt a lot from these celebrations and will incorporate this in our future thinking. 

Additionally we have begun to review how we can best serve our parish with Eucharistic Ministers and 

those who take Holy Communion to the sick and housebound to make sure that we have plenty of cover 
and Ministers are happy to continue in their roles. We also hope to start monthly lay-led Eucharistic 
services soon. 

Initiatives to encourage those who might think of becoming deacons, and to develop lay participation in 
marriage preparation have floundered so far, but we will persevere. 

These measures are also intended to help support our priests. 

We are grateful to Peter for his prayer initiatives, from designing them to seeing them through. 
Our vision is to have a number of Cell Groups spread throughout the parish, with the aim of personal 
formation, community and evangelisation. It was decided to start a pilot group and after some delay for 
safeguarding checks, a small group has been meeting monthly. It is hoped that people will hear about the 
group by word of mouth and that it will grow until it has to split into two cells, and so on. 

As part of our parish’s involvement in Holy Year/Pilgrims of Hope, the parish ran two CAFOD inspired 
sessions.  This was a great example of a parishioner having an idea and asking the PPC to help, though not 
own, the initiative.  This shared model is something we want to further explore over the coming year.  

The Week of Accompanied Prayer took place in April and was opened to the other churches in the local 
area. People were able to meet every day with a prayer companion, and share about their relationship 
with God. 17 “pilgrims” took part, either online or face to face. The feedback was very encouraging and 
led to an ongoing dialogue about future spiritual formation. 

Four parishioners attended Life in the Spirit Seminars over 6 Tuesday evenings at Brentwood Cathedral. 
We wondered if they might be something that could be offered in our parish, but instead have concluded 
that the most appropriate course to propose for our parish at this time would be the Alpha Course – we 
hope to pursue that in the coming year. 

Thanks to the sterling efforts of one parishioner, the parish has continued to promote Cafod and 
Brentwood Catholic Childrens’ Society, and focus on our responsibilities to the environment. As part of 
that, we plan to engage with the ‘Live Simply’ movement. 

Thanks to others, the Young Vinnies is a wonderful new initiative that will be encouraged. We had aimed 

to set up more activities for our younger parishioners, but have not succeeded so far. It remains a prime 

objective, not least since our long-standing parish Guides group had to stop for lack of support. 



Despite some attempts, we also failed to make headway on meetings for our older parishioners. That too 

is something we are continuing to work on. 

There is no shortage of ideas, but to put them into practice calls for more volunteers and organisers than 

are coming forward. That is also felt by many existing groups, under the pressure of falling numbers. How 

to encourage more parishioners to become involved is a key concern: simple appeals just do not work. 

Having said that, we do realise what a fantastic parish we have, and we do recognise how many of you 

work extremely hard and effectively to make it so. But with more people volunteering, the Parish could be 

so much more effective, so much better able to feed and nurture all our parishioners in their vocations to 

go out and live the Gospel. 

Among our notable successes are the Fabric team and the Health and Safety committee: they contribute 

so much. A Becket Centre committee has been re-formed this year, and the small grants committee is 

active, and we thank all involved. 

Inevitable, and rightly, much PPC attention has been focussed on the Henrietta Suite refurbishment 

project. Apart from the crying need for a major refresh, we must resolve kitchen safety issues, and we 

must provide more, accessible storage space for our regular users. The plans are essentially unchanged 

since the parish consultation late last year, and are posted on the website. The frustrating delay has 

largely been in getting what we want properly expressed in the tender documents. We expect to invite 

tenders soon, and will decide how much to do depending on what comes back. We will miss some of the 

summer quiet period, but intend to proceed with the work as soon as possible. 

We will not throw your money at this. It will be costly, but the project will see us right for the next 50 

years and we are determined to strike the right balance. 

The other infrastructure project was the car park tarmac. That was very successful, and we have been 

pleased with parishioners and school parents’ support of our rules to keep the area safe and accessible. 

In summary, we are a great parish, but we can and should aim to be better. That depends almost entirely 

on more parishioners doing their bit. Please, each one of you, come forward as and when you can. 

We have thanked many in this report, and there are many more we have missed, but it would be sadly 

lacking if special mention was not also made to our terrific parish office team. They do us proud.  

Thank you Geraldine, Maria and Tania. 


