

 
ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CHURCH
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes 
Monday 12th January 2026

Attendees :  Bernard Hunter, Fr Michael Copps, Robin Shearmur, Lorna Spears, Martin Sharkey, Donna Patros, Damian Atkinson, Matthew Ives.
Also present: Rob Fernandes (Henrietta Suite item), Elizabeth Robson, Suzie Wright .

Apologies for Absence: Cynthia Oji, Patricia Jolly 

Fr Michael started the meeting with a reading of next weekend’s Gospel passage.
Suzie, our new Office and Site Manager was introduced and welcomed, as was Elizabeth who is present to observe. 

Minutes 
The minutes of the December meeting were approved subject to date correction. 

Matters arising
List of small grant recipients – Robin reported that no applications had been received other than those reported previously.
Church Sound System – Bernard apologised for the lack of action and reported that Mike was disappointed with our proposals. After discussion it was agreed to proceed asap with the previously listed actions before reviewing again (action: Bernard)
Ushers’ guidance document – no feedback received yet / being pursued (Damian) 


Henrietta Suite
Rob explained the delay: new shutters have been long delayed because of the need to make up the shelves they sit on, and without them there is no fire conformance certificate and hence no sign-off. We are told that the shutters will be delivered by 23Jan and are arranging their fitting and subsequent inspection by the council building control officer in the days following that.
Some snagging remains but is in hand; it is mostly cosmetic/does not affect sign-off.
Support for St Antony’s and Trinity
Given new management arrangements at both schools, Damian was asked to contact each re support for those pupils with wellbeing concerns and also for boys/misogyny. Overall PPC want to support the youth of the Parish and the schools are the best place to do this. They need to apply and explain what extra they could do with extra funding and what other sources they have explored.
Review of recent events
Christmas services (inc.film) – Mass attendances were slightly down on 2024. 
The 3pm and 6pm services were comfortably full with no one standing and no one turned away and the car park well managed. 
A more detailed review to be held Michael C, Bernard H, Suzie and Damian.  
The Film was a great success; a formal report will be obtained and circulated (Bernard)
Alpha: The first meeting was last Friday, attended by 5 organisers and 18 others and very well received. Another 10 weekly meetings are scheduled, initially in the scout hut.

Future events
Henrietta Suite formal opening – being organised by the Becket Centre Committee for a Saturday afternoon in February. Details to be advised, and Patricia to liaise with H&S committee.
Lenten activities – maybe a retreat day as last year (Peter to consider);
Triduum services to be coordinated by Damian;
MC to discuss other options with the Friars.
PPC members will each consider possible activities and feed back by email by end Jan.
Week of accompanied prayer – Peter to plan this as last year, first identifying a date after Easter and avoiding holidays, maybe late April/early May.

Review plans for the year
Patricia to plan to convene a meeting of those who may welcome a regular weekly get-together, hopefully with another parishioner who has offered to assist.

Peter closed the meeting with a prayer.

Next Meeting
This will be held on Monday 9th February 2026 at 7.30pm 
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